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Plant Identification Activity:

Observation and Matching Game

Preparation:

Teacher collects 2 of each plant species prior to class.  

 (Identification Options:

1. Identify each species and label one of each with species name on  a piece of tape.

2. Look up each species in a field guide and then photocopy images of each to create a 1-2 page handout with images of all the species you found at your site.

If some species have different forms that you want your students to recognize you may want to include the different forms. (Some with seeds or flowers and some without, younger and older versions.)

Methods:

1. Explain you are going to do a matching game.

2. Pass out one plant to each student.   

3. Ask students to find the student who has the same plant as them.  

4. Have students stand next to the person who has the same plant.

5. Eyeball each match and make sure they have done it correctly.  If not, offer guide students toward making correct matches.

6. Ask each pair how they matched their plants.  Try to make sure they point out features that are consistent: Which one has the longest leaves? Which has the widest leaves? Which have teeth on the edges of leaves, which are smooth?  Which have opposite leaves, which have alternate.  Do some leaves only grow from the base of the plant.

7. Look at the plant labels to see what plant they have.

8. On the “classroom field guide to wetland plants” record the plant names, a sketch of the plant, and ways to recognize it.  You might want to do this as a class on one sheet.

Options for recognizing the plants in the field

1. If you don’t have time for your students to learn all the different plants, have each pair be the “experts” on their one plant, and look for that in all of the quadrats.  If some plants are very similar, have the pairs responsible for both of those plants, and show them how to tell them apart.  

2. Alternatively, introduce your students to one species at a time, and have all groups look for that species on the quadrats.  Start with the most common plants first.

3. You may notice that certain of your students are most adept at recognizing the plants.  Perhaps they are given this task while others are responsible for measurements and counting.

Extended Version:

4.  Ask each pair to work to identify their plant. (Suggested Book: Freshwater Wetlands A Guide to Common Indicator Plants of the Northeast)  

5. Optional: Create a field guide to the plants of your wetland.  Have each pair create a page about their plant with an illustration, ways of recognizing it, plants it could be confused with etc.

6. Extra Credit: Create a key to the plants of your wetland.

Classroom Field Guide to Wetland Plants

Name _____________________________

Date: _______________________________

	Name of Plant

	Sketch


	Descriptors

	Phragmites

(Phragmites australis)
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	· Tall plant

· Wide leaves (can be over 1 inch wide)

· Seeds are formed in a tassle on the top.

· Hollow stems.
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